
Shavings 

By Glen Friesen 

Well, the Christmas and New Years season is 

now past for another year.  Possibly by the time 

you are reading this, you will have already 

broken all of your New Years resolutions.  Oh 

well, there is always next year.  I hope that you 

and your loved ones experience all the best 

and happy times in 2026.   

It seems like a bit of a holiday for me as well.  

When I retired from my regular teaching career, 

I assumed that I would get off of the school 

schedule.  I never expected that I would be 

working with home school kids where we 

essentially run the school schedule.  So, in a 

way, my calendar has changed very little.  My 

last day of classes was December 17, which 

closely aligns with the school division calendar.  

I find that even with teaching two afternoons a 

week, six hours, it still takes much more time 

than just the teaching time to make these 

classes work.  Add two YouTube videos every 

week, working on my lumber storage and 

putting casings and baseboards on in my 

house renovation which I started almost a year 

ago, life gets very busy.    Yes, life is busy but 

still a lot of fun. 

 
(I will soon be playing with drywall mud again.  

Probably in February.  The renos continue!) 

Reestablishing a Tradition: 

In this issue, I want to go back in time a bit to 

the beginning of December 2025.  I was 

working in my shop and thinking of the 

upcoming Christmas season.  I reminded 

myself of the time when I would do a project in 

my shop with my grandkids when the Friesen 

family celebrated Christmas.  Since my brain 

infection in 2018-2019, then Covid and kids 

being away at Christmas, this shop tradition 

was placed on the back burner.  I decided that 

it was time to reintroduce this tradition. 

 
(The last Christmas project that we did before 

the tradition was lost.) 

 

I was not sure how this would go over.  My 

grandkids are older and their interests have 

changed.  Also, time would be a real factor.  

Often, our kids’ families would stay well into the 

evening or overnight.  Now, they have pets that 

need care and they need to be home earlier.  I 

figured that at best; I had them for about two 

hours.  So, I started looking for a project that 

they could complete in that amount of time.   

Finding a Suitable Project: 

While browsing on my phone, I found a project 

on the internet that I thought was quite cool.  

So, I made a prototype and shot a YouTube 

video about it.  I also readied all the material so 

my grandkids could go straight to the lathe and 

scroll saw to complete this project in the 

allotted time.  So, I thought that in this article, I 

would describe the project that we made and 



how my grandkids took the challenge and 

completed their work.   

So, once I had decided that we were going to 

make a Christmas project, I came across a 

project on the internet that combined 

woodturning and some scroll saw work.  The 

turning part of this was simply making a 2.25 

inch by 2.25 inch by 8-inch piece of birch round 

and then turning a taper onto it. 

When I ask students (or grandkids) to make a 

piece round, I tell them to make it just barely 

round to conserve mass.  Kids often turn too 

far, leaving you no options for your project.  All 

my grandkids, except one, did this just as I 

asked.  I just got busy with the others and one 

of my grandsons just went a bit too far.  He is a 

very confident, “I can do this” type of person.  

So, his chicken was a bit thinner.  We simply 

adapted the design and continued.  If you work 

with young turners, you need to be prepared 

for this to happen.  

Making the Project: 

So, now that I have set the stage for the 

direction of this article, an explanation of how 

the project would be completed is in order.   As 

I said, I went on line to find a project idea.  I 

wanted a project that made them use the lathe 

and the scroll saw.   Eventually, I found pictures 

of a chicken that met my requirements.  This is 

what I started with.   

 
(The picture that I started with.) 

Now that I had a basic idea of what I wanted to 

try, sizing the project was the next step.  I made 

some birch blanks out of material that I had 

around the shop.  The material dictated that the 

blank be 2.25 inches by 2.25 inches by 8 

inches in length.  The wood for the “chicken 

bits,” the glued-on parts, was a brown-tan 

piece of hardwood that I inherited from Alf 

Wilson.  I am not sure what species it is, but it 

looked and worked wonderfully.  I resawed and 

planed this dark wood piece to 3/16 of an inch 

thick.  

 

 
(The project wood:  a 2.5 x 2.5 x 8-inch birch 

blank and a 5.5 x 5.5 x 3/16-inch piece of dark 

wood.  Two googly eyes from Dollarama were 

also added.) 

 

The first task to complete this project was to 

turn the tapered cylinder that makes up the 

body.  We mounted the birch block between 

centres on the lathe.  My grandkids first made 

the square block into a cylinder.  Once the 

piece was round, we marked out the turning 

area by parting down to the diameter of the 

lathe centres about half inch from each end.  

Then we focused on turning the taper.  The 

piece is about 2 inches at the heavy end and 1 

inch on the lighter end.  My grandkids 

completed most of this turning with the 

roughing gouge, using the parting tool to define 

the turning area and I helped them with the 

spindle gouge to round the top of the head.  

Once the turning was done, they sanded the 

chicken body with 100 grit and then 180 grit 

paper.  All that remained was to part the body 



off the lathe and sand the ends with the Dremel 

and hand paper.  This completed the body. 

For the parts attached to the body, I had made 

patterns for each part to speed up the decision-

making process.  Initially, I cut these pieces out 

of scrap exactly as in the picture from the 

internet.  Once I had attached them, Sheila and 

I looked carefully at it and decided to make 

some changes.  After this, I finalized the design 

and made new patterns.  As a final act of 

design, made a prototype with the new 

templates.  Then, I hoped that I had made 

something that my grandkids would want to 

construct. 

 
(My grandson cutting bird parts on the scroll 

saw.) 

 

Assembly and Decorating: 

My grandkids stayed with my script until the 

assembly and decorating stage of the project.  

By this time in the project, we had discussed 

numerous themes and pathways that their final 

steps could take.  One of my grandkids 

decided to shape the chickens head slightly 

differently on the lathe.  Some decided to 

attach the wings, tail and beak differently from 

the original and others decided to name their 

chicken and wood burn the name on the front 

of the body of their chicken.  If we would have 

had more time, they would have done more, 

but by this time, it was time to go inside and 

open presents.  All in all, the time in the shop 

with my grandkids was the best part of 

Christmas day.  We all had fun and worked 

together.  To see how the prototype chicken 

was turned, cut and assembled you can watch 

what I did on my RLDR Custom Creations 

YouTube channel Chapter 202. 

 

What I Learned: 

When ever I work on a project with kids or in 

particular with my grandkids, I learn a lot.  I 

think it is very important to design projects 

where the kids can design some aspects of the 

project on their own.  Being able to design 

aspects of the project on their own promotes a 

higher level of investment on behalf of the kids.  

It also fosters creativity.  I watched my 

grandkids get excited about the afternoon 

spent in the shop. 

   
(Well, not your standard flock of chickens, but 

we had a lot of fun making them.) 

 

I learned that all four of my grandkids enjoyed 

turning on the lathe while one of my grandkids 

really did not like using the scroll saw.  Interest 

in the scroll saw was split because of the lone 

dissenting vote, and as they cut more with the 

scroll saw, their skills improved.   

 
(Another view.) 



It was interesting to see how my grandkids 

brought skills that they had learned in other 

aspects of craft or art.  My granddaughter 

created a stencil from painters’ tape to make 

her woodburning neater and easier to 

accomplish.  My oldest grandson started the 

trend of attaching the wings differently than I 

had on the prototype.  When they worked on 

features that they had designed and created, 

the interest in the project that they were 

already somewhat interested in,  rose 

exponentially.  In my opinion, this is what a 

kid’s project should do.   

 

Wrapping It Up: 

I have to be honest, working in the shop with 

my grandkids was the absolute best part of the 

Christmas season for me.  It was great to 

reestablish this lost tradition and I am already 

looking forward to next year.  Working 

cooperatively on a project is great for skill and 

relationship building.  It also gives the other 

adults a quite time in the house where they can 

visit and catch up with each other.  I had an 

absolute blast working with my grandkids and I 

would encourage you to do the same if you 

have not already done this.  Remember, it is up 

to us to create the next generation of 

woodworkers. 

 

 

 

 

    

 

  

 


