
Shavings 

By Glen Friesen 

Well, it looks like the nice weather could well be 

behind us.  While I am still working on my 

grandkid’s clubhouse, it is really only nice enough in 

the afternoon for an old guy like me to work 

outdoors.  Unfortunately, I am running out of time 

to complete the work on that project.  While it is a 

clubhouse, it is also my lumber and lawn care tools 

storage area.  Oh well, I guess I will get as far as I 

get.  If you are interested in the progress on my 

yard, house and shop, watch my YouTube channel 

RLDR Custom Creations. 

Ah yes, YouTube.  Well, that is what I have decided 

to write about in November.  You may ask, what 

does woodworking have to do with YouTube?  Well, 

it is a complex issue that needs to be discussed 

from the perspective of the viewing side and the 

creative side.  From which ever side you look at 

YouTube, its effect on learning is undeniable.  With 

this video format, knowledge has in many cases,  

become free.  So, it has basically transformed the 

transfer of information.  So, please indulge me as I 

share the connection between YouTube and 

woodworking. 

 
(Is this the future of woodworking?  It sure has 

pushed the print media out of the way.) 

The Media Consumer: 

The internet has radically changed the way 

information is shared.  Thirty-five years ago, when I 

was finishing my Education degree, the internet 

that I needed access to was non existent.  I was just 

starting my teaching career in the early 1990’s, I 

needed to learn a few skills to teach in the shop 

that I did not possess.  So, I went to the public 

library, Wood’n’Works library and eventually, the 

Guild library.  So, I took out all the books on the 

topics that I needed to learn. 

 

 
(Libraries are fast becoming a thing of the past.  I 

am saddened by this, but I guess that it is 

inevitable.) 

 

Finding The Book! 

One discipline that I needed to turn is woodturning.  

For those who are younger and are not familiar 

with a local business called Wood’n’Works, it was a 

woodworking business that catered to the hobbyist 

and serious woodworkers.  They had a nice library 

and you could rent books and videotapes.  I rented 

and copied all the turning videos that they had.  In 

the end, an English gentleman named Dennis White 

taught me some of the basics of woodturning.    

 



(I spent a lot of time in this library and the U of S 

library as I worked on my degree.  SPL used to have 

a good selection of woodworking books.  I have not 

been in a public library for 20 years.  It makes me 

question the new construction.) 

 

Information is Free? 

So, to find the correct information, one needed to 

go somewhere.  Whether it was the public library, a 

great business or some other bastion of knowledge.  

For the younger generation, this is 

incomprehensible.  Now, I log onto my computer 

and find many websites and YouTube videos on the 

topic.  You are able to search and find on any topic 

from your own home.  In the 1980’s this would 

have been considered revolutionary.   

 
(When I started teaching, plans came in the mail 

and were potentially a month away.  Now, they can 

be downloaded with the help of your Visa card.) 

 

However, this convenience has caused problems for 

the authors, or as they are known now, content 

creators.  Essentially, information became free.  

While books can still be purchased or downloaded, 

almost anything you would like to learn can be 

learned free of charge.  This is great for the 

consumer, but not great for creators.  I think that as 

time progresses, this will equalize somewhat. 

What Is YouTube? 

So, lets look at free content platforms like YouTube.  

To start to generate income on YouTube, your 

channel must have 1000 subscribers and 4000 

watch time hours.  My personal YouTube journey 

started on January 1, 2024.  For the first couple of 

months, I produced one video per week.  By the 

end of February, I upped that to two a week.  As of 

this column, I have uploaded 186 videos and have 

680 subscribers.  I am very close to having the 4000 

watch time hours per year, but lately, the number 

of subscribers has slowed.  So, my investment of  

time and some rudimentary tools to make these 

videos, is all voluntary.  I am not alone in this.  

There are millions of channels that are in the same 

situation that I am.  It can be a bit frustrating, 

especially when YouTube places advertisements in 

my videos and does not pass on any of that 

revenue to me.   

 
(My home page on YouTube.  If I was not doing this 

to challenge myself, the lack of return on my 

investment would be discouraging.) 

 

Using YouTube: 

While I have not yet met the requirements for 

making income for my videos, I have used YouTube 

and find it very useful for learning all that I need to 

and for entertainment as well.  When ever I need to 

learn a new skill to say, fix my vehicles or tile my 

bathroom, YouTube is my first stop.  I can quickly 

familiarize myself with the basics of the issue that I 

am studying.  Watching several videos on a topic 

can bring you up to speed on that issue.  It also 

makes you aware of the fact that not all videos are 



created equal.  Some are much better than others.  

I have been able to repair many things on my yard 

because of this information and it is all free.  What 

a wonderful resource.   

 
(YouTube is a wonderful resource.  I get some of my 

automotive advice from the Scotty Kilmer channel.) 

 

Limitations to YouTube: 

While much can be learned simply from seeing the 

skill in question presented on video, in my opinion, 

there is an area that video is not as useful.  This is 

when hand manipulation is required.  I think that 

this would include woodturning, carving, welding 

and so on.  Skills that require deft hand 

movements, while the skill can be explained and 

demonstrated on video, it cannot show you the 

subtle manipulations that are necessary to be 

successful.  In those situations, nothing can replace 

a class taught by an expert.  So, while online 

information is free, teaching is the way to generate 

income from the information.  Many Guild 

members have explored the teaching option over 

the years, and I do not see this trend ending 

anytime soon.   

 
(While it is possible to learn much from the 

internet, there is much that cannot be transferred 

by talking and showing on the screen.  I bet you 

never thought that you would see a picture of 

someone carving in my column.) 

 

Being on Social Media: 

It seems that everyone is on social media these 

days.  Certainly, all businesses, artists and crafts 

people have an online presence.  If you want to 

draw attention to what you are doing, an online 

presence is a must.  Each content creator has their 

own reasons for being on social media platforms.  I 

decided to start my YouTube channel to see if I 

could do it.  My goals are to learn how to create 

well produced, interesting videos about my day-to-

day exploits.  Eventually, yes, the goal is to be able 

to generate some income from the work that I have 

done.  

  
(Rii’s channel is really well done.  Go check it out. ) 

 

I also see my adventures on YouTube as an 

extension to my teaching career.  However, 

teaching a skill for the camera is a lot more difficult 

than doing it in person, at least for me.  It takes two 



or three times longer to teach a skill on video as 

compared to teaching it in person.  Setting up the 

camera, shooting small segments to see if the 

camera angles are correct and the sound works 

takes a lot of time.  If I had one wish, it would be for 

a camera person.  That would make life so much 

easier.   

 

While I have taught all manner of woodworking 

lessons over the course of my career, the camera 

adds a new dimension.  I find filming the step-by-

step explanations quite difficult.  I find that my 

focus on the “shot” distracts me from concentrating 

on completing the task.   

 
(Running a YouTube channel is not an easy task.  I 

spend a lot of hours a week working on this.) 

 

Once the video is shot, it needs to be edited.  I feel 

that this is an area that I need to improve on.  I am 

using a simplistic free software suite that is easy to 

use.  At the pace of uploading two videos a week 

and all my other responsibilities, I do not spend the 

time editing that I really should.  I try to shoot my 

video in such a way that I can keep the editing to a 

minimum.  I discovered that creating content for 

social media is much more difficult than I originally 

thought.  So, support the creators that you know by 

subscribing and watching their channel. 

 
(I use a rather rudimentary editing software.  But it 

is free and faster.  Eventually, I will move on.) 

 

Locals on Social Media: 

Well, since we are discussing social media, there 

are a number of local woodworkers that have a 

web presence.  Perhaps it would be a good idea to 

compile a list of all the people and groups that we 

know who are on social media and dedicate a page 

on the website to this compilation.  Here is a list of 

the people that I know and follow on Instagram and 

YouTube.  My list is as follows: 

Kevin Breahon, Sheldon Dingwall, Kym Henry and 

Jack Magera, to my knowledge are on Instagram. 

 
(I follow Sheldon on Instagram.  He is doing 

amazing things!) 

 

On YouTube, my list is quite short.  I only know of a 

few people and organizations that have a presence 

on YouTube.  My short list includes the Hub City 

Turners, Rigel Smith and yours truly.   I know that I 

have missed many people and that is where a 

comprehensive list would be great.  Yes, the times 

they are a changing and we need to adapt to stay 



relevant and current.  Instagram is a great way to 

start your social media journey.  Think of it as a 

world-wide show and tell. 

 

 

   

 


